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1. What is a biclogical key and how is it used?

¢
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1. A. Body Kifelike in shage {1 viced from A fop). e o FoSfter m‘*/;
B. Body not kitelike in shapc (n’ viewed from the top) .................................... Go to statement
2. A. Pelvic fin absent and nose sawlke. e Fum’ly Pristiophoridae
B. Pelvic fin present...veeecnincecsnnees reereserensasnrasees GCo to statement
3. A. Six gill slits pPresent....ccccceenncsiestsrensnnne eeeeersenseeastrasnssanssesaseessassnens Family Hexanchidae
B. Five Bill sLts Presento e st csssisssessossssssesssnses Go to statement
4. A. Only one dorsal finl...ccircsnin e sesaness Family Scyliorhinidae
B. TWO G0T52] fiNS..uicriiieceiiceeiireeseecestsreneesscsstssassuasar e st esesuerrasanecsonssnassasssenenns Go to statement
5. A. Mouth at front of hcad rather than back
along undcerside of head ..o Family Rhinocodontidat
B. Mouth back along underside of head . Go 10 statement
6. A. Head expanded on side with eyes at end of expansion......cccoccevecennenn. Family Sphyrnidae
B. Head Dot expanged. ...t sasra st Go 1o statement
7. A. Top half of caudal fin exactly same size and shape as bortom half............ Family Isuridae
B. Top half of caudal fin different in size and shape than bottom hali......... Go 1o statement
8. A. First dorsal fin very long, almost half total length of body............. Family Pseudotriakidae
B. First dorsal fin regular Jengthe ettt Go 10 swatement
9. A. Caudal fin very long. almost as long as entire body...cccovrernrcnecnncn, Family Alopiidae
R. Caudal fin regular Jengih s Go to statement
10. A. A long needlelike point on end of NOSE....ccrieeeeicictniinencnninen Fam:ly Scapanorhvnchidae
B. Nose WithOUt JOng POINT...ocviiviuuuesiis s Go 1o statemen:
11. A Anal fin abSenT e e Family Squahdae
B. ANzl fin PrESERT oo Family Carcharhiridae
12. A. Small dorsal fin present near tip of tail.......... rreerereisneensesesasesssnesesnsensiseneinees FAMMY Ratidae
B. No dorsal fin present near tip of taili.ecnec e, Go to statemen:
13. A. Front of animal with two hornlike appendages......cccoiieiniiininicniinnce. Family Mobulidae
B. No hornlike appendages.......comiinrreesimscssinisissssniusssascsssessesssssscssnanins Family Dasyatidae
Analysis

2. List four diffcrent characteristics or traits that were used in the shark key.
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